TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORTATION
ADVISORY COMMISSION
CITY OF THOUSAND OAKS, CALIFORNIA

2100 Thousand Oaks Boulevard, Thousand Oaks, California 91362-2903
(805) 449-2400
http://www.toaks.org

AGENDA

July 18, 2018

6:00 P.M.

Chair – Angie Simpson, Vice Chair – Tom Gregory
Commissioners Susan Engler, Rick Lemmo, and Michael Rieder
The City of Thousand Oaks is committed to maintain a desirable living environment while ensuring that
change reinforces both environmental quality and economic viability; to respect the role of citizens, Traffic
Commissioners and staff in identifying, discussing, and forwarding recommendations regarding traffic and
transportation concerns to City Council; to provide excellent community services in a fair, efficient and
responsive manner; and to promote public confidence and trust.

Staff
Clifford G. Finley, City Engineer; Mike Tohidian, Senior Engineer; Jorge Muñoz, Engineering
Associate, Kathy Lowry, Engineering Associate, Ester T. Marcelino, Recording Secretary; Sergeant
Carl Patterson – Thousand Oaks Police Department
Any person w ho w ishes to speak regarding an item on the agenda or on a subject w ithin the City’s jurisdiction during
the P ublic Com ments portion of the agenda m ust file a P ublic Speaker Card w ith the R ecording Secretary before that
portion of the Agenda is called. Any person w ho w ishes to speak on a specific Agenda item m ust file a P ublic Speaker
Card before the specific item is called. Persons addressing the Traffic Comm ission are requested to state their name
and com munity of residence for the record. Any supporting m aterials should be subm itted to the R ecording Secretary
before addressing the Comm ission. These m aterials are also considered a public record pursuant to the California
P ublic R ecords Act and Brow n Act unless ex em pt from disclosure under the applicable law .
Under state law , issues presented or introduced under P ublic Comm ents can have no action and w ill be referred to
the City Engineer for adm inistrative action or scheduled on a subsequent agenda.
P ursuant to Section 1-4.02 of the Thousand Oaks M unicipal Code, any person w ishing to appeal a decision of the
Traffic and Transportation Advisory Com m ission shall file a w ritten appeal and pay an appeal fee w ith the City Clerk’s
Office w ithin 14 calendar days of their decision. The m atter w ill be referred to the City Council at the earliest
reasonable and available date. The appeal fee w ill be refunded only if the City Council overturns the Traffic and
Transportation Advisory Comm ission’s decision.
Traffic and Transportation Advisory Commission Agenda Packets are available for review in the Public Works Department, 2100 E.
Thousand Oaks Boulevard, Thousand Oaks, and on the City’s website, www.toaks.org, under “City Clerk/Boards and
Commissions/Traffic & Transportation Advisory Commission/Agenda”. Any public documents provided to a majority of the Traffic and
Transportation Advisory Commission regarding any item on this agenda will be made available for public inspection in the Public
Works Department during normal business hours. Live and Archived videos, Agendas and Summary Notes are available on the City’s
website at www.toaks.org. The Traffic and Transportation Advisory Commission Meetings are re-broadcast on Thursdays at 6:00 p.m.

(TOTV Channel 10).

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA): In compliance with ADA, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting or other
services in conjunction with this meeting, please contact the Public Works Department at (805) 449-2465. Assisted listening devices
are available for use at this meeting. Upon request, the agenda and documents in this agenda packet can be made available in
appropriate alternative formats to persons with a disability. Notification of at least 48 hours prior to the meeting or time when services
are needed will assist the City staff in assuring that reasonable arrangements can be made to provide accessibility to the meeting or
service.

Traffic and Transportation Advisory Commission
AGENDA
Wednesday, July 18, 2018
Board Room
1.

Call to Order: 6:00 p.m.

2.

Pledge of Allegiance

3.

Roll Call: Commissioners Engler, Gregory, Lemmo, Rieder, and Chair Simpson
City Engineer Finley, Senior Engineer Tohidian, Engineering Associate Muñoz,
Engineering Associate Lowry, Sergeant Patterson, and Recording Secretary
Marcelino

4.

Public Comments:

5.

Summary Notes of May 16, 2018: (Attached)

6.

Engineer’s Reports:
a. Conejo School Road/Willow Lane Sidewalk & Bike Lanes (CI 5492) –
Engineering Associate Jorge Muñoz (Information Item)
b. Fire Hydrant Parking Zone – City Engineer Finley (Action Item)
c. Thousand Oaks Blvd. Pedestrian Crossings (CI 5398) – Engineering
Associate Lowry (Information Item)

7.

Status Report of Prior Traffic Commission Recommendations:
On June 5, 2018, City Council approved the Traffic Commission
recommendation to discontinue crossing guard services at the intersections of
(1) Borchard Rd./Michael Dr. and (2) Gainsborough Rd./Windsor Dr.; and to
provide new crossing guard services at the intersection of Cascade
Ave./Panamint Ct.

8.

Commission Referrals from April 18, 2018 and May 16, 2018:
a.

Avenida de los Arboles/Westlake Boulevard – Can eastbound protected
left-turns be removed to shorten cycle lengths and reduce delays?
Response: Eastbound and westbound approaches to the intersection of
Arboles/Westlake operate under a split phase operation mode. This
means the two approaches do not receive a green light simultaneously.
Split phase operation is a less efficient mode of operation and usually
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avoided. Because the intersection has an offset through the intersection
and east-west pedestrian movements at the north leg of the intersection
only, the less efficient split phase operation had to be implemented.
Removing the protected left-turns to let both east-west approaches occur
simultaneously would result in several operational problems.
b.

Speed enforcement request was made for Via Ricardo.
Response: Thousand Oaks Police Department has provided additional
speed limit enforcement as requested.

c.

Request to check traffic signal at Borchard Road/Via Ricardo. Traffic
signal creating delay and may not be cycling through properly.
Response: The traffic signal was inspected by signal maintenance staff
and the equipment was found to be working correctly.

d.

Request to have staff check the sequencing of the FYAs installed at
Hillcrest/Skyline and TOB/Lakes Driveway.
Response: FYA timing and sequencing has been checked and found to
be operating properly. Staff recommends scheduling a field meeting(s) to
explain the operation if questions or concerns exist. A follow up report on
the recent FYA installation is anticipated for January 2019 to provide
“after” data on traffic volume, delay and collisions.

9.

Work Program and Commission Schedule: (Attached)

10.

Traffic Commission Comments/Discussion:

11.

Adjournment: The next meeting to be held at 6:00 p.m. on September 19, 2018
in the Board Room of the Civic Arts Plaza on the 3rd Floor.

DPW: 115-51\jm\etm\Traffic Commission\2018\July 18\ Agenda.docx

Summary Notes
May 16, 2018

Item #5

Engineer’s Report
Conejo School Road/Willow
Lane Sidewalk & Bike Lanes
(CI 5492)
• Information Item

Item #6A

TO:

Traffic and Transportation Advisory Commission

FROM:

Jorge Muñoz, Engineering Associate

DATE:

July 18, 2018

SUBJECT: Conejo School Road and Willow Lane Sidewalk and Bike
Lanes Project CI 5492 (INFORMATION ITEM)
RECOMMENDATION:
Receive the project information provided in this report.
BACKGROUND:
The City has an ongoing program to construct sidewalks throughout the
community. The Public Works Department maintains a priority list that ranks
incomplete sidewalk locations based on several factors, including pedestrian traffic
volumes, proximity to schools, and road classifications. The incomplete sidewalk
sections on Conejo School Road and Willow Lane, between Hampshire Road and
Hillcrest Drive is a priority location. This area provides connectivity to both sides of
the 101 Freeway, and a direct path to Conejo Elementary School and Thousand
Oaks Blvd. (Attachment #1).
Total project costs are estimated at $4 million. The project will be funded with
$1,709,150 Congested Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) Grant from Federal
Highway Administration, $775,000 from the State ATP Cycle 3 Augmentation
Grant, $362,500 from the Gas Tax, TDA Article 3 Grant, and City general funds.
MNS Engineers, Inc. (MNS) of Thousand Oaks, CA, was selected as the design
consultant in December 2017, and design is currently in the preliminary design
phase.
DISCUSSION:
To improve safety for pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists, the City is proposing
to install the missing sidewalk sections on Conejo School road and Willow lane
between Hampshire Road and Los Feliz Drive. In addition to sidewalk installation,
the City is also proposing to add crosswalks, green bike lane striping, and curb
ramps (Attachment #2). A crosswalk and a flashing beacon will be added on
Willow Lane at Manzanita Lane to improve safety, and existing non-ADA

Conejo School- Willow Sidewalk/Bike Lanes (CI 5492)
July 18, 2018
Page 2

conforming curb ramps will be retrofitted to meet current standards. The project
will require reconstruction of existing driveways and retaining wall construction to
accommodate the new sidewalk.
The majority of the proposed improvements are in the City right-of-way however,
a small segment of the work will be located within Caltrans right-of-way (101
Freeway) overseen by Caltrans. The project requires acquiring easements from
several private property owners to transition their existing driveways to new
sidewalk grades. In addition to Caltrans providing their oversight, due to the
federal funding in the project, the California Transportation Commission (CTC)
must approve the project prior to authorizing the expenditure of the State funds.
The preliminary project schedule is as follows:
Design
Caltrans Approval
Bid Process & Award
Construction

December 2017 to January 2019
Spring 2019
Summer 2019
Fall 2019 to Spring 2020

Community Outreach: There are short-term impacts from construction activities to
nearby residents and long-term impacts to the general public and property owners
by the proposed improvements on Conejo School Road and Willow Lane.
Staff has established a public outreach plan for the project. Different tools and
strategies, including community meetings, press releases, City website, and social
media have been implemented to keep the public informed and to receive their
input.
City Staff held a community meeting on June 13, 2018 to introduce the project
concept plans to the public and impacted property owners, and received feedback
that will be incorporated into the preliminary design.
Throughout the design and construction phase of the project, the City will establish
and maintain a project website to provide updated project details to the public.
PREPARED BY:

Jorge Muñoz, Engineering Associate

Attachments:
Attachment #1 – Vicinity and Location Maps
Attachment #2 – Concept Plans
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ATTACHMENT #2
Conejo School Road and Willow Lane
Sidewalk and Bike Lanes Project (CI 5492)
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Conejo School Road and Willow Lane
Sidewalk and Bike Lanes Project (CI 5492)
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Conejo School Road and Willow Lane
Sidewalk and Bike Lanes Project (CI 5492)
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Conejo School Road and Willow Lane
Sidewalk and Bike Lanes Project (CI 5492)
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Engineer’s Report
Fire Hydrant Parking Zone
• Action Item

Item #6B

TO:

Traffic and Transportation Advisory Commission

FROM:

Jim Mashiko, Senior Engineer

DATE:

July 18, 2018

SUBJECT: Municipal Code Amendment: TOMC 4-3.407 (e) – Parking at Fire
Hydrants (ACTION ITEM)
RECOMMENDATION:
Consider staff report, receive public input, and recommend City Council to amend
Section 4-3.407 (e) of the Thousand Oaks Municipal Code to prohibit parking within 10 feet
of a fire hydrant from the current requirement of 15 feet.
BACKGROUND:
The California Vehicle Code prohibits parking in front of a fire hydrant to maintain a minimum
30 feet zone (15 feet on either side) to allow Fire Department personnel to access the
hydrant. The 30 feet zone can be reduced according to California Vehicle Code
Section 22514 (b). Local agencies can reduce the prohibited parking zone from within
15 feet (30 feet total) of a fire hydrant to as little as five feet (10 feet total). Section 22514
reads as follows:
No person shall stop, park, or leave standing any vehicle within 15 feet of a
fire hydrant except as follows:
(a) If the vehicle is attended by a licensed driver who is seated in the
front seat and who can immediately move such vehicle in case of
necessity.
(b) If the local authority adopts an ordinance or resolution reducing that
distance. If the distance is less than 10 feet total length when
measured along the curb or edge of the street, the distance shall be
indicated by signs or markings.
(c) If the vehicle is owned or operated by a fire department and is clearly
marked as a fire department vehicle.

TOMC Amendment – Parking at Fire Hydrants
July 18, 2018
Page 2

The City is in the process of marking curb parking spaces on Thousand Oaks Boulevard
and creating the maximum number of parking spaces for the benefit of local businesses.
Using this provision of the Vehicle Code to reduce the minimum clearance to 20 feet would
help the City achieve the goal of creating the maximum number of parking spaces along the
boulevard.
DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS:
Staff recommends changing the prohibited parking zone from within 15 feet of a fire hydrant
(30 feet total prohibited parking distance) to 10 feet (20 feet total prohibited parking
distance). This change could allow a parking space to be marked on the street that
otherwise may not be marked under the current regulation. Streets in commercial districts
with heavy parking demand, would benefit from the proposed action as well as some
residential areas where parking is limited.
Since larger fire apparatus vehicles exceed 30 feet in distance, the 30 feet prohibited parking
zone is not intended to reserve a parking space in front of a hydrant, rather to maintain
access to hydrants. Providing 30 feet is not always necessary, as a result, staff
recommends amending Municipal Code Section 4-3.407(e) (Attachment #1) to prohibit
parking within 10 feet of a fire hydrant which would provide a minimum 20 feet hydrant
access (Attachment #2).
The Ventura County Fire Department has indicated that relaxing the 30 feet clearance zone
in front of a fire hydrant to 20 feet would not create a hardship for their operations. Through
these discussion, staff has learned that no other Ventura County agency has imposed the
proposed action.
Should the Traffic Commission concur with the staff recommendation, this item shall be
placed on a future City Council agenda for consideration.
PREPARED BY: Jim Mashiko, Senior Engineer
Attachments:
Attachment #1 – TOMC 4-3.407 Proposed Change
Attachment #2 – Proposed 20 feet hydrant access
DPW:590-50\etm\Traffic Commission\2018\071818\Fire Hydrant Parking staff report.docx

ATTACHMENT #1
Thousand Oaks Municipal Code
4-3.407 Proposed Change
Sec. 4-3.407. Prohibited parking or stopping.
No person shall park, stop, or leave standing any vehicle, trailer, or camper, whether
attended or unattended, except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in
compliance with the directions of a peace officer or official traffic control device in any of
the following places:
(a) Within an intersection;
(b) On a crosswalk, except that a bus engaged as a common carrier or a taxicab may
stop in an unmarked crosswalk to load or unload passengers;
(c) Between a safety zone and the adjacent right-hand curb or within the area between
the zone and the curb as may be indicated by a sign or red paint on the curb;
(d) Within fifteen (15) feet of the driveway entrance to or exit from any fire station. This
subsection shall not apply to any vehicle owned or operated by a fire department
and clearly marked as a fire department vehicle;
(e) Within fifteen (15) ten (10) feet of a fire hydrant, except when such vehicle is
attended by a licensed driver who is seated in the front seat and who can
immediately move such vehicle in case of necessity. This subsection shall not
apply in respect to any vehicle owned or operated by a fire department and clearly
marked as a fire department vehicle;
(f)

In front of a public or private driveway, except that a bus engaged as a common
carrier, school bus, or taxicab may stop to load or unload passengers;

(g) On a sidewalk, curb, median island, or other parking lot island, except as permitted
by ordinance;
(h) Alongside, opposite, or within any street or highway excavation, obstruction, or
construction when such stopping, standing, or parking would obstruct traffic or
construction operations;
(i)

On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped, parked, or standing at the curb or
edge of a highway;

(j)

In any “No Parking or Stopping Any Time Zone” or emergency parking only zone
determined and designated by the City Engineer; provided, however, such zone
shall be designated by red curb painted markings or signs; and

(k) On any roadway in such a position as to obstruct the normal movement of traffic or
in such a condition as to create a hazard to other traffic upon the street;
(l)

Parking in other than a designated space or across or over the lines or defined
limits of a parking space. This shall include taking more than one space for
parking;

(m) Parking in a designated space for electrical vehicle charging by a non-electric
vehicle.
(n) In any lane designated as a Fire Lane by the Ventura County Fire Protection
District with such zone being designated by red curb painted markings and signs
or white lettering reading “Fire Lane”.

DPW:590-50\etm\Traffic Commission\2018\071818\Fire Hydrant Parking
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ATTACHMENT #2

Proposed 20’ Fire Hydrant Access
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Engineer’s Report
Thousand Oaks Blvd.
Pedestrian Crossings
(CI 5398)
• Information Item

Item #6C

TO:

Traffic and Transportation Advisory Commission

FROM:

Nancy Arrieta, Associate Analyst

DATE:

July 18, 2018

SUBJECT:

Thousand Oaks Boulevard Pedestrian Crossings
(CI 5398) (INFORMATION ITEM)

RECOMMENDATION:
Receive report and provide comments as appropriate.
BACKGROUND:
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) recently announced the
availability of Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) funds for pedestrian,
bicycle, and streets and roads improvements. The purpose of the HSIP program
is to improve safety on streets and roads throughout the state. The Public Works
Department is developing an HSIP grant proposal for pedestrian crossing
improvements on Thousand Oaks Boulevard (TOB) at Live Oak Street and
Oakview Drive. Currently, these intersections include pedestrian-activated
flashing beacons (SMART crosswalks) and warning signs.
DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS:
On April 18, 2018, Traffic Commission was provided a report on the TOB
Downtown Master Plan. In addition to improving the pedestrian environment and
creating a more pedestrian-friendly environment in the downtown core area,
improving pedestrian safety along all of TOB is a goal of the TOB Specific Plan.
The intersections of TOB at Oak View Drive and Live Oak Street currently have
SMART crosswalks (Attachment #1). The SMART crosswalks were installed in
2011 to notify drivers, through the use of electronic warning lights, that
pedestrians are using the crosswalks (Attachment #2). In the last five years,
over 25 collisions were reported to have occurred in these two locations; some of
the collisions involving pedestrians. The installation of additional traffic control
enhancements (pedestrian signals, curb extensions, signs, etc.) will improve
safety for school children and their families walking to and from Conejo
Elementary School, and for the general public using the crosswalk.

TOB Pedestrian Crossings (CI 5398)
July 18, 2018
Page 2

The TOB Pedestrian Safety Crossings (CI 5398) project is included in City
Council Adopted FY 2018-2019 Capital Budget, although grant funding is needed
to provide the necessary budget for infrastructure improvements. An HSIP grant
will provide up to 100 percent funding for the safety improvements and the grant
applications are due at the end of August 2018.
Iteris Inc. was selected to complete a traffic study on TOB between Conejo
School Road and Skyline Drive. Pedestrian and vehicle count data will be used
to determine the appropriate level of enhancements to improve pedestrian safety.
Preliminary results of the traffic study will be available on August 13, 2018. Staff
will return to Traffic Commission with results of the traffic study and HSIP grant
status in November or December.
Community Outreach: Iteris Inc. will conduct an open house for shopping center
patrons and business owners adjacent to the study corridor, and conduct online
and intercept surveys to obtain information from the general public. Staff will also
contact Conejo Valley Unified School District regarding the project.
PRELIMINARY PROJECT SCHEDULE
Traffic Study
August 2018
HSIP Grant Application
August 2018
Preliminary Engineering
October 2018
Bid and Award
May 2019
Construction
July 2019
PREPARED BY:

Nancy Arrieta, Associate Analyst

Attachments:
Attachment #1 – Vicinity and Location Maps
Attachment #2 – Photographs of TOB at Oakview Drive
and Live Oak Street
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ATTACHMENT #2
Photos of the Intersection of Thousand Oaks Boulevard and Oakview Drive

Figure 1 - Existing Condition at the Intersection of Thousand Oaks Blvd. and Oakview Dr. (Westbound View)
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Figure 2 - Existing Condition at the Intersection of Thousand Oaks Blvd. and Oakview Dr. (Eastbound View)
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Photos of the Intersection of Thousand Oaks Boulevard and Live Oak Street

Figure 3 - Existing Condition at the Intersection of Thousand Oaks Blvd. and Live Oak St. (Westbound View)
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Figure 4 - Existing Condition at the Intersection of Thousand Oaks Blvd. and Live Oak St. (Eastbound View)
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Status Report
Prior Traffic Commission
Recommendations
On June 5, 2018, City Council approved
the Traffic Commission recommendation
to discontinue crossing guard services at
the intersections of (1) Borchard Rd./
Michael Dr. and (2) Gainsborough Rd./
Windsor Dr.; and to provide new crossing
guard services at the intersection of
Cascade Ave./Panamint Ct.

Item #7

Commission Referrals
From April 18, 2018 and May 16, 2018:
a.

Avenida de los Arboles/Westlake Boulevard – Can eastbound protected leftturns be removed to shorten cycle lengths and reduce delays?
Response: Eastbound and westbound approaches to the intersection of
Arboles/Westlake operate under a split phase operation mode. This means
the two approaches do not receive a green light simultaneously. Split phase
operation is a less efficient mode of operation and usually avoided. Because
the intersection has an offset through the intersection and east-west
pedestrian movements at the north leg of the intersection only, the less
efficient split phase operation had to be implemented. Removing the
protected left-turns to let both east-west approaches occur simultaneously
would result in several operational problems.

b.

Speed enforcement request was made for Via Ricardo.
Response: Thousand Oaks Police Department has provided additional speed
limit enforcement as requested.

c.

Request to check traffic signal at Borchard Road/Via Ricardo. Traffic signal
creating delay and may not be cycling through properly.
Response: The traffic signal was inspected by signal maintenance staff and
the equipment was found to be working correctly.

d.

Request to have staff check the sequencing of the FYAs installed at
Hillcrest/Skyline and TOB/Lakes Driveway.
Response: FYA timing and sequencing has been checked and found to be
operating properly. Staff recommends scheduling a field meeting(s) to
explain the operation if questions or concerns exist. A follow up report on the
recent FYA installation is anticipated for January 2019 to provide “after” data
on traffic volume, delay and collisions.

Item #8

Work Program and
Commission Schedule

Item #9

Traffic and Transportation Advisory Commission
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
July 18, 2018
• Conejo Creek Park North Bicycle Path and Equestrian Trail
Improvements – Status Report (Fall 2018)
• Rancho Road Sidewalk and Bike Lanes – Status Report (Fall 2018)
• Thousand Oaks Blvd. Streetscape – Status Report
(Fall 2018)
• Camino Manzanas Permit Parking Petition – Action Item (Winter
2018)
• Traffic Commissioner Orientation/Refresher (ongoing – to be
scheduled separate from normal Commission meeting dates)

