POLITICAL SIGNS

City Council Candidates may elect to use campaign signs to promote their candidacy. The City
asks that each candidate keep in mind the best interests of the community through compliance
with the following excerpts from the Thousand Oaks Municipal Code for placing campaign signs.
The City's desire is to maintain an aesthetically pleasing appearance in the City, while providing
sufficient opportunity for each candidate to increase voter awareness.

Excerpts from the Thousand Oaks Municipal Code*

Definition: A sign erected prior to an election to advise or identify a candidate, campaign issue,
election proposition, or other related matters. [TOMC §9-4.2303]

Timing: Political Signs cannot be displayed sooner than (45) days before Election Day and
must be removed no later than (7) days after election. [TOMC 8§9-4.2304(d)]

Unauthorized Removal of Signs: No person shall remove, destroy, relocate or otherwise
disturb any political sign without the permission of the party who erected the sign. It shall be
presumed, as to signs for political candidates, that the political candidate or his or her
representative is the party who erected the sign. It shall further be assumed that the committee
who has registered with the Secretary of the State to support a position on a ballot proposition is
the party who erected the sign taking the position on a ballot measure. This subsection shall
not prohibit the owner of a piece of property, or authorized representative, from removing a sign
from property when the sign has been erected without consent; and provided, nothing in this
subsection shall prevent the Thousand Oaks Community Development Director or authorized
representative from taking action to abate sign violations pertaining to political signs pursuant to
TOMC 8§9-4.2304(e). [TOMC 8§9-4.2304(f)]

Permitted Zones: Residential, trailer park development, commercial and industrial zones, per
the following: [TOMC §9-4.2305, 9-4.2306, 9-4.2307, 9-4.2308 and 9-4.2309]

Size Requirements: Temporary political signs shall be permitted and shall not exceed twelve
(12" square feet in area and six (6") feet in visible height. [As outlined in Permitted Zones.]




Placement: One political sign per candidate or position on a ballot issue shall be displayed on
any one side of a parcel of record having frontage on a public street.

However, if the parcel has frontage along two public streets, two signs are permitted, one along
each frontage---provided the distance between the two signs is not closer than 100 feet. [TOMC
§9-4.2309(v)]

Political signs identifying more than one candidate qualify as a sign for each candidate.
Therefore, candidates identified on a joint political sign are not permitted to place any other sign
on a parcel fronting the same public street.

Political signs are permitted on existing advertising and/or directional signs of NEW subdivisions
in residential zones. Political signs are permitted on existing off-site free standing signs in
commercial and industrial zones. [TOMC §9-4.2306(a)(11) and 9-4.2309(v)]

Political signs may not be attached to real estate advertising signs, placed on public property or
in public right of ways. [TOMC §9-4.2309(w)(3)(vi), 9-4.2309(v), and §9-4.2305]

The entire Municipal Code may be viewed online at:

http://www.amlegal.com/codes/client/thousand-oaks ca/

*The City is currently in the process of amending its sign ordinance. As of September
30, 2016, one amendment will prohibit any private temporary signs in the public right-of-
way. [This amendment affects all private temporary signs (political included)].
Additional amendments to the City’s sign code are forthcoming.


http://www.amlegal.com/codes/client/thousand-oaks_ca/

Current amendment is as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 1621-Ns

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF THOUSAND OAKS AMENDING SECTIONS
4-3207, 5-23.02(h), 7-2.306, 9-4.2301, ©-
4.2305(b)(6), 9-4.2309(t), and 9-4.2309(x) OF THE
THOUSAND OAKS MUNICIPAL CODE REPEALING
OR MODIFYING REGULATIONS CONCERNING
NON-COMMERCIAL  SIGN  POLICY  AND
TEMPORARY SIGNS LOCATED IN THE PUBLIC
RIGHTS-OF-WAY (MCA 2016-70135)

The City Council of the City of Thousand Oaks does hereby ordain as

follows:

Part 1
(Uncodified)

Based on the information contained in the staff report, the

recommendation of the Planning Commission, and testimony provided at the
public hearing, the City Council makes the following findings:

1.
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In the recent case of Reed v Town of Gilbert (2015) 135 S.Ct. 2218, the
United States Supreme Court held that absent a compelling reason, a city
may not give preferential treatment to non-commercial messages on
private signs posted in the public rights-of-way based on the sign's
content.

The proposed amendments to Thousand Oaks Municipal Code section 9-
4.2301 further clarify the City's policy to regulate signs in a manner that
does not favor commercial speech over non-commercial speech, and that
does not regulate protected non-commercial speech by message content.

The proposed amendments to Thousand Oaks Municipal Code sections 4-
3.207, 5-23.02(h), 7-2.306, 9-4.2301, 9-4.2305(b)(6), 9-4.2309(t), and 9-
4.2309(x), with respect to temporary signs, are intended to further the
City’s longstanding policy of regulating such signs in a constitutional,
content-neutral manner.

The City further finds that advances in technology such as the internet and
electronic mapping programs reduces the need to use temporary
directional signs in the public rights-of-way for private purposes.
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5. The City further finds that removing private temporary signs from public
property and rights-of-way, serves the public by controlling aesthetic
quality on the property, removing unnecessary clutter and protecting the
City's right to control its own property.

6. The amendment is not a project as defined by California Environmental
Quality Act Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3). Adoption of this amendment
is therefore exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

Part 2

Section 9-4.2301 of the Thousand Oaks Municipal Code is amended to
read as follows:

“Sec. 9-4.2301. Purpose and intent.

(@) Purpose and intent. It is the purpose of this article that a
comprehensive system of sign regulations is hereby adopted to assure proper
expression through visual communications involving signs that are compatible
with the character and environment of this community to promote the growth of
the City in an orderly, efficient, and attractive manner. It is further declared that
these regulations serve to reveal a great deal about the community’s pride and
morale, aesthetic level, vitality, diversity, originality, culture, and sense of order,
giving it a distinctive appearance and reinforcing the character of the Conejo
Valley in its natural setting as adopted in the General Plan. Such standards shall
be uniformly applied to promote fairness in competition and retain identity within
the business community. It is further determined that these regulations in and by
themselves cannot achieve the end result desired unless the community
voluntarily upholds these conditions within an atmosphere of responsible
freedom, utilizing principles of good design and mutual cooperation. Minimum
standards are provided to safeguard the life, health, property, and public welfare
by regulating and controlling the design quality of materials and the construction,
illumination, location, and maintenance of all signs, sign structures, and
billboards, and at the same time attempting to provide functional flexibility,
encourage variety, and create an incentive to relate signing to the basic
principles of good design while trying to eliminate visual blight.

(b)  Message neutrality. It is the policy of the City of Thousand Oaks to
regulate signs in a manner that does not favor commercial speech over non-
commercial speech, and that does not regulate protected non-commercial
speech by message content.

(c) Message substitution policy. Subject to the private property
owner's consent, a constitutionally protected non-commercial message of any
category or content may be substituted, in whole or in part, for any allowed
commercial message or any other protected non-commercial message, provided
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that the sign structure or mounting device is legal without consideration of
message content. Such substitution of message may be made without any
additional approval or permitting. The purpose of this provision is to prevent any
favoring of commercial speech over non-commercial speech, or favoring of any
particular protected non-commercial message over any other protected non-
commercial message. Message substitution is a continuing right which may be
exercised any number of times. The message substitution right does not:

(1)  Create a right to increase the total amount of sign display area on a
site or parcel;

(2) Create a right to substitute an off-site commercial message in place
of an on-site commercial message or in place of a non-commercial
message;

(3) Affect the requirement that a sign structure or mounting device
must be properly permitted;

(4)  Authorize changing the physical method of image presentation,
such as digital or neon, display without a permit;

(5) Authorize a physical change to the sign structure without
compliance with applicable building codes, safety codes, and
neutrally-applicable rules for sign size, height, orientation, setback,
separation or illumination.”

Part 3

Section 4-3.207 of the Thousand Oaks Municipal Code is repealed in its
entirety.

Part 4

Section 5-23.02(h) of the Thousand Oaks Municipal Code is amended to
read as follows:

“Sec. 5-23.02. Vending from vehicles only: Regulations for operating.

(h) Signs. The only sign permitted shall be one sign not to exceed three
(3) square feet and that is permanently affixed to a vehicle displaying goods,
merchandise or wares for sale.”

Part5

Section 7-2.306 of the Thousand Oaks Municipal Code is amended to
read as follows:
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“Sec. 7-2.306. Issuance.

Upon receiving an application in the proper form, together with all other
items required to be submitted, the City Engineer shall issue a written permit
subject to the conditions set forth in this chapter and required by law, authorizing
the encroachment described in the application, unless grounds exist for refusing
to issue the permit.”

Part 6

Section 9-4.2305(b)(6) of the Thousand Oaks Municipal Code is amended
to read as follows:

“9-4.2305. Residential Zones.

(b) The following signs shall be permitted in the Multiple-Family
Residential (R-3) and Residential Planned Development (R-P-D) Zones:

(6) Religious facility directional signs may be located on private property
within a one-mile radius of the religious facility location provided written consent
from the property owner is submitted to the Community Development
Department and subject to a review by the Community Development Director to
determine if the location is appropriate. Such a determination shall include, but
not be limited to, a review of the sign visibility and proximity to surrounding
residences. The size of the sign panel shall be limited to four (4) square feet, but
no dimension shall exceed two (2’) feet, and the sign shall not exceed a height of
eight (8’) feet as measured from the elevation of the adjacent public street
centerline. The number of such signs shall be limited to a maximum of two (2)
per religious facility, unless there is sufficient justification to consider the
installation of one additional sign, subject to the approval of the Community
Development Director. To obtain a uniform design, the sign shall be constructed
of a dark stained wood material including a wood panel. The sign copy shall
contain the following information: directions, distance or address, name,
denomination, and logo, if the religious facility desires.”

Part7

Section 9-4.2309(t) of the Thousand Oaks Municipal Code is amended to
read as follows:

Page 4 Ord. No. 1621-NS



“Sec. 9-4.2309. Commercial and industrial zones: General requirements.

(ty Temporary vehicle signs are prohibited, except for permanently affixed
signage such as painted on signs which do not violate the Vehicle Code or
render the vehicle unsafe to drive.”

Part 8

Section 9-4.2309(x) of the Thousand Oaks Municipal Code is amended to
read as follows:

“Sec. 9-4.2309. Commercial and industrial zones: General requirements.

() Religious facility directional signs may be located on private property
within approximately a one-mile radius of the religious facility location provided
written consent from the property owner is submitted to the Community
Development Department and subject to a review by the Community
Development Director to determine if the location is appropriate. Such a
determination shall include, but not be limited to, a review of the sign visibility and
proximity to surrounding residences. The size of the sign panel shall be limited to
four (4) square feet, but no dimension shall exceed two (2') feet, and the sign
shall not exceed a height of eight (8') feet as measured from the elevation of the
adjacent public street centerline. The number of such signs shall be limited to a
maximum of two (2) per religious facility, uniess there is sufficient justification to
consider the installation of one additional sign, subject to the approval of the
Community Development Director. To obtain a uniform design, the sign shall be
constructed of a dark stained wood material including a wood panel. The sign
copy shall contain the following information: directions, distance or address,
name, denomination, and logo, if the religious facility desires.”

Part9
(Uncodified)
Severability

If any section, subsection, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is for any
reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, such invalidity or unconstitutionality
shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of the remaining portions of this
title; it being hereby expressly declared that this title, and each section,
subsection, sentence, clause and phrase hereof, would have been prepared,
proposed, adopted, approved and ratified irrespective of the fact that anyone or
more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases be declared invalid or
unconstitutional.
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Part 10
(Uncodified)
Effective Date

This Ordinance shall take effect on the thirty-first (315! day following its
final passage and adoption.

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 30th day of August, 2016.

Pl

oel R, Price, Mayor
i Thousand Oaks. California

ATTEST:

/ \
ipthes M. ple
Cyntffia M. Rodriguez, City CIeU

APPROVED AS TO FORM: APPROVED AS TO ADMINISTRATION:
Office of the City Attorney

~

G Al K
By: Patrick J/Hehir, Andrew Powers, Acting City Manager
Assistant City Attorney

cdd:660-21/Ordinance-MCA/pz (FILE 1D: MCA 2016-70135)
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CERTIFICATION

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF VENTURA ) SS.
CITY OF THOUSAND OAKS )

I, CYNTHIA M. RODRIGUEZ, City Clerk of the City of Thousand Oaks, DO
HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of Ordinance
No. 1621-NS that was introduced by said City Council ata regular meeting held July
12, 2016 and adopted by said City Council at a regular meeting held August 30,
2016 by the following vote:

AYES: Councilmembers Fox, Adam, McCoy, Bill-de la Pefia, and Mayor Price
NOES: None
ABSENT: None

| further certify that said Ordinance Mo. 1621-NS was published as required
by law in the VENTURA COUNTY STAR, a newspaper of general circulation printed
and published in said City.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, | have hereunto set my hand and affixed the
official seal of the City of Thousand Oaks, California.

/) omrelbas M. QM Avpvst 61 201

Cyntilfa M. Rodriguez, City Cler Date Attested
City of Thousand Oaks, Californi
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County Requirements

The Ventura County Ordinance regarding Signs, Standards and Permits has been
duplicated for your information and guidance. The Ventura County Ordinance only
regulates signs placed in the unincorporated areas of the county. You are encouraged
to read it and if you have any questions relating to political signs, the staff of the
Planning Department of Ventura County will be happy to assist you. They can be
reached at (805) 654-2488 or (805) 654-2451.

County Signs — Standards
County of Ventura Planning Code, Chapter 8, states:

88110-6.8 - Political Signs

The purpose of this section is to prevent damage to public property, protect the integrity
of the electoral process and prevent the erosion of aesthetic quality and historic values
within the County. It is specifically recognized that if temporary political signs on private
property are not removed after the election is held, the deteriorating signs and
accumulating debris become a blight defacing the landscape. It is therefore an intent of
this Article to make provision for the erection and removal of such signs after the
election which they publicized has been held.



88110-6.8.1 - Political Signs on Private Property

No temporary political sign face shall exceed thirty-two square feet in area. The
aggregate area of all temporary signs placed or maintained on any lot in one ownership
shall not exceed ninety-six (96) square feet.

88110-6.8.2 - Political Sign Registration

In order to keep track of the placement of temporary political signs to assure removal
subsequent to an election, such signs shall be registered with the Planning Department
by the candidate or his or her registered agent, or, when a ballot proposition is involved,
by an authorized agent of the group or organization sponsoring the signs, prior to the
distribution of such signs for the attachment or installation on any property. Registration
of political signs shall be on forms available in the Planning Department and shall be
accompanied by an agreement signed by the candidate or his or her authorized agent,
or when a ballot proposition is involved, by an authorized agent of the group or
organization sponsoring the signs, that within ten calendar days after the election all
political signs shall be removed, and a certified statement by the registrant that consent
will be obtained from each owner of the property on which a sign is to be posted.

88110-6.8.3 - Location

Political signs may not be affixed, installed, or erected within 100 feet of a polling place
or historic site, nor within the right of way of any highway, nor within 660 feet of the
edge of a “Scenic Highway” or a landscaped freeway, nor in any location where the sign
will impair sight distance or create a hazard to traffic or pedestrians, nor on any
telephone pole, lamppost tree, wall, fence, bridge, bench, hydrant, curbstone, sidewalk
or other structure in or upon any public right-of-way, nor upon any other public property.

88110-6.8.4 - Time Frames

Temporary political signs shall not be posted sooner than 90 days prior to a scheduled
election administered by the County Elections Department. Said signs shall be removed
within 10 days after the election.

§8110-6.8.5 - Enforcement

Except for signs remaining posted after the post-election deadline, any political sign not
posted in accordance with the provisions of this Article shall be deemed to be a public
nuisance and shall be subject to removal by the candidate, property owner, or, when a
ballot proposition is involved, the authorized agent of the group or organization
sponsoring the sign or, upon their failure to do so after reasonable attempt at notice by
the County, by County officers or zoning inspectors. Any political sign which is not
removed within the specified period following an election shall be subject to summary
removal and confiscation by the County



county of ventura " <wse

Agency Director

Watershed Protection District
Tully K. Clifford, Director

NOTICE TO ALL POLITICAL CANDIDATES Transporiation Department

David L. Fleisch, Director

POLITICAL CAMPAIGN SIGNS AND ADVERTISING Sl eVl
IN COUNTY ROAD RIGHT OF WAY

Water & Sanitation Department
David J. Sasek, Director

Central Services Department
Janice E. Turner, Director

As we enter into the election season, it is appropriate to remind all candidates that it is a violation of the County
Encroachment Ordinance (Division 12 of the Ventura County Ordinance Code) to place political campaign or other such
advertisements or endorsements in the County road right- of-way. This includes the center medians, sidewalk or paths, and
the portion of the County road right-of-way immediately adjacent to the pavement. (Note: The County Encroachment
Ordinance applies only to the unincorporated area of the County; however, most cities have similar ordinances.)

Similarly, it is a violation to place campaign signs or other such advertisements on official traffic signs, public utility poles, or
other improvements located in the County road right-of-way.

When placing any advertisements, banners, or signs on private property, please make sure that you obtain the property
owner’s permission. Also, please make sure these signs or banners do not interfere with motorist sight distance or pedestrian
use of the right-of-way, including sidewalks and the like.

Public Works Agency does not have the resources to enforce all violations of the Encroachment Ordinance. However, if we
observe them or receive notifications, we will try to notify you first and give you the opportunity to move the item. If the
encroachment obstructs or interferes with the public’s safe use of the right-of-way, we may have to immediately remove any
such encroachment without notifying you.

We felt you would want to be aware of this Ordinance to ensure you and your supporters comply with the County’s
rules and regulations regarding political campaign signs and advertising. It would also be appreciated if, as soon as
possible after the election is over — win or lose — all of your signs and/or banners were removed. We all take pride in
the appearance of our County.

THF  4M FOR PROL. 5§

Tu N COUN o

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

David Fleisch
Director — Transportation Department

(805) 654-2077, david.fleisch@ventura.org In County road right-of-way




State Requirements

As noted in the following letter from the State Department of Transportation, political
signs within view of State or County highways are subject to the provisions of the
Outdoor Advertising Act. The Division of Highways is prepared to answer questions
about state regulation of campaign signs, call (916) 651-9327.

STATE OF CALIFORNIA-BUSINESS, TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING AGENCY EDMUND G. BROWN, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF TRAFFIC OPERATIONS
OUTDOOR ADVERTISING BRANCH

Dear Candidate or Committee Member:

As a candidate or campaign worker for either office or a ballot measure, this reminder about state law governing campaign
signs should be helpful to you.

Section 5405.3 of the State Outdoor Advertising Act exempts the placing of Temporary Political Signs from normal outdoor
advertising display requirements.

A Temporary Political Sign meets the following criteria:

A. Encourages a particular vote in a schedule election.

B. Is placed no sooner than 90 days prior to the schedule election and is removed within 10 days after that election.

C. Is no larger than 32 square feet.

D. Has had a Statement of Responsibility filed with the Department certifying a person who will be responsible for
removing the sign (Attached).

A completed Statement of Responsibility must be submitted to:
Division of Traffic Operations
Outdoor Advertising Program
P.O. Box 942874, MS-36
Sacramento, CA 94274-0001

Temporary Political Signs shall not be placed within the right-of-way of any highway, or be visible within 660 feet from the edge
of the right-of-way of a classified “Landscaped freeway”.

State law directs the Department of Transportation to remove unauthorized Temporary Political Signs and bill the responsible
party for their removal. We are calling these provisions to your attention to avoid possible embarrassment or inconvenience to
you and your supporters. Please share this information with those assisting in your campaign.

Should you have any questions, comments or need additional information, please call (916) 651-9327.

Enclosure



STATE OF CALIFORNIA-BUSINESS, TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING AGENCY EDMUND G. BROWN, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF TRAFFIC OPERATIONS
OUTDOOR ADVERTISING BRANCH

STATEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR TEMPORARY POLITICAL SIGNS

Election Date: June November Other:

Candidate’s Name:

Office sought or Proposition Number:

County where sign(s) will be placed:

Number of signs to be placed:

RESPONSIBLE PARTY:

Name:

Address:

Phone Number (Include Area Code)

The undersigned hereby accepts responsibility for the removal of Temporary Political Signs
placed pursuant to §5405.3 of the Outdoor Advertising Act for the above candidate or
proposition.

It is understood and agreed that any Temporary Political Signs placed not sooner than ninety
(90) days prior to the election and/or not removed within ten (10) days after the election, may be
removed by the Department and the responsible party will be billed for any associated removal
costs.

SIGNATURE OF RESPONSIBLE PARTY DATE

Mail Statement of Responsibility to:

Division of Traffic Operations
Outdoor Advertising Program
P.O. Box 942874, MS-36

Sacramento, CA 94274-0001



CALTRANS DISTRICTS
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