See more photos of plastic waste and its affect on our
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UNDERSTANDING OCEAN GYRES

A mass of plastic debris floats somewhere in the middle of the Pacific, Scientists think most
trapped by the North Pacific Gyre — a slow-moving, circular current. of the trash came from
There are actually two dumps within the gyre, which scientists Asian countries and
estimate to be 60 years old. the United States.
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Plastic doesn't biodegrade,
instead, the sun heats up the material and
breaks it down into smaller and smaller
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\ ets, debris get caught on coral reefs and
boat propellors, and can choke or entangle turtles,
whales, seals and other large animals.
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Most are small pieces,

about the size of confetti, making it
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